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William Jennings Bryan, the great orator and three-time Democratic nominee for President around the turn-of-the-previous
century, once said, “Destiny is not a thing to be waited for; it is a thing to be achieved.” As the college admissions process
develops through the critical month of December, you are literally taking that first giant step toward your destiny, whatever it
may be. Are you achieving it or are you waiting for it? If your post-high school plans don’t include college options, what
decisive steps are you taking to achieve other opportunities such as serving in the armed forces or applying for apprentice-
ships? For college-bound seniors, in addition to completing applications due in January or early February, December is also
the month to educate yourself about the financial aid process and to collect the required financial information. The class of
2010 graduating seniors must submit the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) after January 1, 2010 in order
to receive financial aid for the 2010-2011 school year. See the November issue for information concerning the CSS/Profile
Financial Aid Form if required by select schools. Information and registration is available online with a list of schools which
require the CSS/Profile: http://profileonline.collegeboard.com/index.jsp. The FAFSA process is explained in detail in this
issue. Do you know what “Carpe diem” means? 

EARLY AND ROLLING 
ADMISSIONS APPLICANTS!! 

Seniors who have applied to one or more schools with non-
binding early admission (different than early decision) dead-
lines or with rolling admissions (schools usually respond in
4/5 weeks instead of waiting until April) need to be aware of
an admissions strategy which more and more schools seem
to be using. When you receive your admissions letter, the
admitting college or university may state something like the
following:”XXX College has a limited number of spaces avail-
able in your class. If you would like to officially take your
place now in the next class, simply mail your Admitted Stu-
dent Reply Form and $300 deposit (non-refundable after
May 1) or submit it online at: xxxxx. By reserving your
place, the deposit allows you to register for our orientation
program which will prepare you for fall classes and campus 

arrive. If a school offers you early admission, it is ethically
bound to make space for you in the fall freshman class. This
kind of pressure also brings up another ethical question. Tra- 
ditionally it has been considered highly unethical by high 
school counselors and college admissions offices for any
admitted student to “double deposit” and send deposits to
more than one school. The type of early deposit suggested
in the letter puts students and families in an uneasy position.
Should they send deposits to grab one of the stated “limited
number of spaces” at any of several schools which might
offer it? After all, they can get deposit refunds when they
retract their commitment before May 1. It is the advice of
this newsletter and counselors at all levels nationally, that 
families not allow colleges to play this game and stick to the
ethical guidelines which keep the admissions process from
slipping off the tracks. 

life.” Sometimes the dates for these orientation sessions are
in April, before the May 1 deadline. This offer of early de-
posit should in no way rush you into making a premature
commitment before you have all your admitted schools and
financial aid options in line. This usually isn’t possible until
April when many admissions letter and financial aid awards 

Early Decision Financial Advice
(Randy Giarraputo, Director of College Guidance,

Metairie, Louisiana) 
Upon notification of acceptance under an ED plan, a student
who HAS applied for financial aid, has the right to expect a
financial aid offer prior to withdrawing all other applications. A
college should be able to make an award based upon the finan-
cial information submitted. If after the filing of income tax forms
and updating the CS S/PROFILE, that information proves to be
inaccurate, the college has a right to amend the award accord-
ingly. After the student receives the acceptance and agrees to
the financial aid award, THEN that student needs to withdraw
other applications. If students want to discuss the award, then
they do not have to withdraw the other applications until it is
settled. As a counselor, I have not seen a financial aid award
delayed, except in the case where the parents did not send the
information in by the deadlines. 

GRABBING THE REINS OF DESTINY 

Quote of the Month 
“Parents and some students have the mythical notion that there “perfect” college, as if they were shopping for the is the one 
perfect car, the perfect house, the perfect toothpaste. The “per-
fect college” should be redefined as being one that has more
positive than negative variables and one that is a good personal
and programmatic match. If not perfect, the dream of a college
education can be realized as a well-researched, rewarding, and
positive experience.” (By Carl Behrend Director of Guidance at
Orchard Park HS, Orchard Park, N. Y-reprinted from “Next Step

Magazine”) 

http://profileonline.collegeboard.com/index.jsp
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  PREPARING FOR THE “NEW LOOK”

2010-2011 FAFSA 
FAFSA During December: 

PIN numbers, My FSA, FAFSA4caster

 

 

 

Filling out the Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA) should be easier this year. The US Dept. of
Education has announced that the online form will be bet- 
ter organized into more specific categories, with a “differ- 

jor change will be the clarification of a long standing FAFSA
policy that families and students, whose combined Adjusted
Gross Income for 2009 is $50,000 or less, are not required
to report assets. Such families will be asked the question: 

“Do you want to skip que yourstions about your (or ” Use the following infor- parent’s) assets? Yes or No. 
mation to access the FAFSA Demo Site in Mid-Decem- 
ber: URL: http://fafsademo.test 
.ed.gov User Name: eddemo Password: Fafsatest 
(if that doesn’t work, try fafsatest). 

*2) Go to website: https://studentaid.ed.gov - “Student
Aid on the Web.” Then click in left hand box on the “My
FSA,” then “Set Up Your Account.” Once you have created
your MyFSA Account, you can then complete your MyFSA
Profile. Using the Profile, you can add and update important
information about yourself at any time. Whenever you up-
date your Profile, the information will automatically carry
over to any of Student Aid on the Web’s other modules. After
you fill out the info on your Profile, click on “MyFSA
Financial Aid” (on the left), then click on “Financial Aid
Wizard,” then at the top click on “FAFSA4caster,” where
you’ll then be able to click on “FAFSA4caster data transfer
form” to transfer info from your Profile to the FAFSA4caster.
(Notice also on the “Financial Aid Wizard” page that you
can click at the top on “FAFSA” and transfer your profile
info to the FAFSA on the Web 2010-2011 application when it
is available on January 1, 2010). FAFSA4caster is a finan-
cial aid estimator tool where you can determine what type of
federal financial aid you are eligible to receive. This includes
federal grants, loans, and work-study, but does not indicate
institutional scholarships or grants. FAFSA4caster also re-
duces the application time when students are ready to file
the FAFSA. FAFSA4caster pre-fills most of the questions
on the FAFSA. It should take no more than 30 minutes to
complete, and you can save it and return to it. Begin with
rough estimates of income and assets which you can change
later. These are the same questions you will be asked on the
actual online FAFSA, and you will already have it filled in
and ready to transfer. Until Jan. 1, 2010, questions on this
year’s 2009-2010 FAFSA refer to year 2008 data. Treat them
as referring to 2009 and click “will file” for question 76. To
reaccess FAFSA4caster, go to (requires SSN#, DOB and
same password): https://fafsa4caster.ed.gov/ and under
“B” on the right, click “Begin Now.” 

ary and early February. Only one word will help you now 
ORGANIZE. Sort your application materials in an ex- 

pandable folder arranged by school names. Keep all the
information sent from each school in its own compartment.
Before December Break choose the academic high school
teacher(s) you would like to ask for recommendation(s).
Most private schools only require one teacher or counselor
recommendation. More competitive schools require two.
Other items to be sent to schools are the OFFICIAL high
school transcript, usually accompanied by a School Report
Form found in the application materials and, of course, your
SAT or ACT scores must be sent officially from

collegeboard.com or act.com. 
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By now, if you are applying to a four year college or uni-

versity, you should have narrowed down your college
choices, completed any early decision or early action ap-
plications, finished at least the rough drafts of essays, asked
for letters of recommendation, applied online early to in-
state schools (usually no essays/letters of rec. required),
and be working on paper or online admission applications
for private college/university with regular deadlines in Janu- 

W HE R E  S H O UL D  Y O U B E  I N  
T H E  

ent look and feel. 
ition and graduation rates information provided upon
completion of the FAFSA for all of the colleges or univer-
sities listed to which the student is applying. The FAFSA
will not be available online until January 1, 2010.
However,  in mid-December (last year on 12/17) you will
be able to use a FAFSA demonstration site to  preview the
2010-2011 application and correction processes. One ma- 

” One significant addition will be the tu-

* 1) As soon as possible, apply for two Federal PIN num-
bers, one for the student and one for a parent or guardian.
Web site for registration is http://www.pin.ed.gov/
PINWebApp/pinindex.jsp. You will receive an email tell-
ing you how to retrieve your PIN. Make sure you write
down and keep handy the pass-phrase used for regis-
tration because you cannot be sent a reminder if you
forget. The PIN is an identifier that serves as an electronic
signature for a parent and student, both of whom are re-
quired to sign the FAFSA. If you are filling out the
FAFSA4caster, as mentioned below, you will be sent a PIN
if you haven’t already applied for one. 

http://fafsademo.test/
http://www.pin.ed.gov/
http://www.pin.ed.gov/
http://www.pin.ed.gov/
http://www.pin.ed.gov/
http://www.pin.ed.gov/
http://www.pin.ed.gov/
http://www.pin.ed.gov/
http://www.pin.ed.gov/
http://www.pin.ed.gov/
http://www.pin.ed.gov/
https://studentaid.ed.gov/
https://fafsa4caster.ed.gov/
http://collegeboard.com/
http://act.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The College Connection Newsletter 

TIPS FOR FIRST-TIME FAFSA APPLICANTS
There is no longer a reason to suffer pre-fafsa online anxi-
ety (PFOA). The new pop-ups and clarifications provided
for first-time users seem to anticipate every possibility for 

confusion. If anything, from a visual point of view, there 
may be too much help info provided. Nevertheless, a calm 
and easy approach when first encountering the online 
FAFSA experience will help users to avoid unnecessary 
overload. Also keep in mind that the FAFSA can be com-
pleted in pieces. Simply continue until the frustration level
hits your red zone, then click “save and exit” and return in 
hours or days when ready for more. You simply re-enter

the student name, social security number, birthdate and the
student password which has been saved (written down in 

an accessible place) from the first student login. Here are 
a few more tips: 
*1) The FAFSA is not a tax form. The IRS is not part of 
the FAFSA process. Unlike a tax form, the FAFSA allows 
families and students to use estimates when originally sub-
mitting it. This allows families to submit the FAFSA at the 
earliest allowable date. The opportunity to provide exact 
financial date is available later in the process. Most col-
leges eventually request a copy of the completed tax return
in March or April to verify exact data. 
*2) Generally speaking, the best opportunities for financial 
aid are most available for students who submit the online
FAFSA by mid-January. Don’t wait for a paper copy to be
distributed at school because they are no longer mailed to 
high schools and are available only upon request.
*3) Be sure to print a copy of the Confirmation Page fol-
lowing submission. It will contain the Confirmation Num-
ber, the Expected Family Contribution (EFC) which col-
leges will use in awarding financial aid packages, and the
Data Release Number (DRN) which can be given to col-
leges if, for some reason, they need immediate access to 
updated information. 
*4) After submitting an online FAFSA, applicants receive
an email and link to access the Student Aid Report (SAR)
which basically repeats the FAFSA date provided, as en-
tered into the federal FAFSA database. It is important to

check the SAR for any errors and, if estimates were used
for first submission, to make necessary corrections or ad-
ditions as more exact 2009 figures becomes available. In
this case, the updated SAR is then re-submitted to the fed-
eral processor which again sends it on to the listed schools.
The FAFSA allows space for the listing of 10 schools. For
more schools, the SAR will require the additional step of
deleting certain schools, adding more and then resubmit- 
ting. 
*5) Finally, BEWARE of http://www.fafsa.com. For pay-
ment of at least $79.99, this website offers “personal help,
advice and review of your FAFSA, peace of mind and how 

to maximize your eligibility for student aid.” The maximiz-
ing student aid possibilities is a total scam. The rest can be
accomplished by the most inexperienced novice. This isn’t
rocket science! 

SENIOR CHECKLIST
FOR DECEMBER 

Apply for college funding through private scholarship
sources
Save year-end payroll stubs which show earnings for 
the year. This will help in filling out FAFSA and 
verifying eligibility for reviews by schools. 
Use your holiday break to put the finishing touches on 
applications to selective colleges. Don’t forget, every 
one else is on vacation, so you should have most of the 
important pieces already completed. 
Make sure your essays and resume are completed 
before you head back to school. 
Be sure to send official SAT or ACT scores to those 
colleges not originally listed when you registered for 
test.
Double-check letters of recommendation before 
Winter Break.
For those colleges requiring it, give Secondary School 
Report forms to counseling office for completion, at- 
taching transcript, and mailing. 
If your selected college(s) accept it, register for the 
January 23 SAT by the December 15 regular dead-
line. Call admissions offices to check if in doubt. SAT 
Subject Tests are also given on that date. 
Pick up the FAFSA form from your school counsel-
ing office. Access the FAFSA website at 
www.fafsa.ed.gov. Fill out the worksheet and pre-
pare to send as soon as possible after January 1, 
2010. (It is better to send in estimated 2009 income 
figures, than to wait for them.) You will receive a 
Student Aid Report (SAR) listing all the financial aid 
info you put on the FAFSA. Review it for errors and 
changes. At this point you can change the amounts 
to actual figures based on 2009 W-2 reports. You 
can also change any of the top ten schools to which 
you would like the information sent. 

National Portfolio Days
National Portfolio Days help further the artistic develop-
ment of young artists by bringing together experienced col-
lege representatives to review work and offer critique. Info
and tips can be found at: http://www.portfolioday.net/ 

• Saturday, January 9, 2010, Seattle, WA, 1 1AM - 3PM 
Cornish College of the Arts, 1000 Lenora Street, 206-726- 
5016

Sunday, January 10, 2010, Portland, OR, 12 PM - 4
PM Pacific Northwest College of Art, 1241 N.W. Johnson
St. 503-226-4391 

Saturday, January 16, 2010, San Francisco, CA, 12 
PM - 4 PM San Francisco Art Institute, 800 Chestnut Street,
415.771.7020 
• Sunday, January 17, 2010, Pasadena, CA, 12 PM – 4
PM Art Center College of Design, 1700 Lida Street, 626-
396-2373 (call to verify) 
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New College Student Blog 
Checkout and share with your students a new student blog geared to first-generation college-bound students. Ten students
who have beaten the odds to become first in their family to attend college recently teamed up with nonprofit Center for
Student Opportunity (CSO) to launch the Opportunity Scholars blog: www.csopportunityscholars.org. Their mission: to
share their remarkable college journeys and offer advice to other underserved students like them on how to make it to
college. 

Discover Card Tribute Award Scholarship FOR JUNIORS  
Be sure to inform your current juniors with academic achievements and evidence of outstanding accomplishments in
areas such as: special talents, leadership, obstacles overcome, community service. There are up to ten National Scholar-
ship awards for $40,000 each. Applications and materials for the 2010 program will be available online in December 2009.
Application Deadline: January 31, 2010 http://www.discoverfinancial.com/community/scholarship.shtml 

2010-2011 FAFSA on the Web Preview Presentation 
In order to assist counselors with preparations for the upcoming 2010-2011 processing cycle, FAFSA is providing a
Microsoft PowerPoint presentation containing screen shots of the 2010-2011 FAFSA on the following website: http://
ifap.ed.gov/eannouncements/111909FAFSAWebPrePresentation1011.html While the presentation does not con-
tain shots of every screen, it should provide a detailed early look at what can be expected on the “live” version of FAFSA
on the Web for 2010-2011. 

Counselors planning to host financial aid nights  
Visit www.fsa4counselors.ed.gov and click on “Getting the Word Out” to find resources for hosting a successful 
financial aid event. 

  
ART STUDENTS, ATTENTION!! 

FANTASTIC FREE ART PORTFOLIO WEBSITE
Majoring in Liberal Arts

(from: www. careerkey. org) 

Many college students choose majors in the Liberal Arts
area — like English, foreign languages and literatures, his-
tory, philosophy, or visual and performing arts. Graduates
with these majors are able to offer employers valuable 
skills and attitudes: 

http://www.highschoolportfolios.com/ 
Now you have a single place dedicated to you. Whether
or not you are planning to study art in college, this site has
tools designed especially for the high school artist. You
can show your work to family and friends, talk with your
peers all around the country, and communicate with high
school and college art faculty. If you are considering art
as a major in college, you can use the site to research the
top art programs and display your portfolio. Basic mem- 
bership is Free. Features Include: 

Create an Online Portfolio of up to 20 images and
update it as often as you wish 
Use the User Forum to talk with other students 
Share your work with anyone at anytime with the 
click of a mouse 
Research art schools and colleges to make sure 
they are right for you 
Submit your work to schools for review and feed- 
back 
Talk with other students, art teachers, and college 
students about school choices 
Find Links to useful sites for financial aid, sup-
plies and support 

-Appreciation of different lifestyles and points of view 
-Balanced knowledge of the sciences, social sciences, 
and humanities
-Analytical, problem-solving skills 
-Enthusiasm for learning and independent thinking
-Flexibility and adaptability 
-Ability to speak and write effectively 
- Ability to interact with people at different levels

In addition liberal arts majors should consider taking supple-
mental courses, getting work experience (internships, vol-
unteer work, part-time and summer jobs), and doing extra-
curricular experiences that strengthen their knowledge and
skills in such areas as: 
-Leadership, business administration 
-Accounting, and marketing 
-Computer and information systems proficiency 
- Statistics 
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SCHOLARSHIP AND CONTEST PROGRAMS COLLEGE NEWS 
2 0 1 0  N A V Y  L E A G U E  F O U N D A T I O N  S C H O L A R S H I P  

PROGRAM The Navy League Foundation will be awarding renewable 
$2500 4-year scholarships worth $10,000 each. Recipients are selected on 
the basis of academic record (minimum 3.0 GPA), leadership achievement, 
character, all-around ability, and financial need. Must be a dependent or 
direct descendent of a current or former member of the U.S. Navy, 
Marine Corps, Coast Guard, or U.S.-flag Merchant Marines or an active 
member of the U.S. Naval Sea Cadet Corps. Deadline for submission is 
January 31, 2010. For Application and instructions:  http:/ /  
www.navyleague.org/scholarship/#qualifications 

According to HS counselors across the region,
more California high school seniors are con-
sidering public universities in other states and
California private colleges. The weak economy
is partly to blame, clobbering college appli-
cants with a one-two punch: State budget
cuts have caused universities to reduce en-
rollment, while poor job prospects are prompt-
ing more high school graduates to turn to
college instead of work. 

KFC COLONEL’S SCHOLARS Renewable awards up to $5,000
per year for high school seniors who demonstrate financial need. Go to:
www.kfcscholars.org Scholarship applications for 2010 are open from
December 1, 2009 to February 10, 2010. 

A recent survey found that one in 10 admis-
sions officers has viewed an applicant's
Facebook or MySpace page. Because social
networking is still a relatively new phenom-
enon, so far only 13% of schools have an
official policy on how an applicant's social
networking page can factor into the admis-
sions process. 

NATIONAL PEACE ESSAY CONTEST (open to grades 9-12) 
First-place state winners receive college scholarships of $1,000 and also 
compete for national awards of $10,000, $5,000, and $2,500. This year’s 
1500 word essay topic: “The Effectiveness of Non Violent Civic Action” In 
order to apply, you must have a contest coordinator within your school or 

community. This person will review essays and act as the key contact 
between you and the Institute. Deadline to submit essay to your contest 
coordinator should be well in advance of the postmark deadline of Feb-
ruary 1, 2010. All info at: http://www.usip.org/ed/npec/topic.html 

 

FUTURE FARMERS OF AMERICA (FFA) SCHOLARSHIP 
PROGRAM Applicants must be FFA members high school seniors. 
Scholarships range in size from $500 to $10,000. The guidebook listing the 
types of scholarships with the application is at: http://www.ffa.org/ 
index.cfm?method=c_programs.Scholarships. Online application are 
available until February 15, 2010. Required Signature Page must be 
postmarked no later than February 22, 2010. You can also email: 
scholarships@ffa.org with your mailing address to request a booklet. 

UNION PLUS SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMS
members of unions participating in any Union Plus program. The amount
of the awards ranges from $500 - $4,000. This is a one-time cash award
sent to individual winners for undergraduate study beginning in the fall of
the same year. Requires a 500 max word essay on “Career goals, aspira- 

Open to family

tions, community service and how the labor movement has personally af- 
fected your life. ” Application deadline: January 30, 2010. http://
www.unionprivilege.org/benefits/education

HISPANIC & UNITED NEGRO COLLEGE FUND SCHOLARS
PROGRAMS The HCF website http://www.hispanicfund.org/ states:
“Scholarship applications are now arranged by majors. How do we classify
your major? On the Classification of Majors page you will be able to see
the scholarships you are eligible to apply for. Apply to all the scholarships
for which you are eligible.” Scholarships range from $500 to $10,000. Many

of these scholarships and others are also available through the United Negro
College Fund website: http://www.uncf.org/ Click on “For Students” and
“Scholarships.” Deadline for all scholarships is February 16, 2010, both
online and postmarked. 

Bank of America Corp will suspend its feder-
ally-backed student loan program by Decem-
ber 5, the company said in a letter sent to
colleges and universities, as the U.S. gets ready
to end the program entirely. The Student Aid
and Fiscal Responsibility Act of 2009 would
replace the FFELP program with direct gov-
ernment loans. It has passed the U.S. House
of Representatives and is awaiting a Senate
vote. 

A year ago, private colleges were struggling
to navigate rough economic waters. But here's
the surprise: In many cases, students who
applied to college for the 2009-10 academic
year actually received more financial help than
the previous year's applicants. Independent
colleges boosted financial aid by 9% while
keeping tuition increases - an average of
4.3% - to their lowest levels in four decades. 
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Although college students have the highest
smoking rates in the nation, colleges are in-
creasingly banning cigarette use on campuses.
The American Nonsmokers' Rights Founda-
tion reports nearly 60 college campuses
around the United States have smoke-free
policies that affect the entire campus. 

December 2009 
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SCHOLARSHIP AND CONTEST PROGRAMSHOMEWORK WEBSITES!!! (yeah!) 

RONALD McDONALD SCHOLARS PROGRAM 
mum of $1,000 awards are based on need, academic achievement and community
involvement. A personal statement (2 page max) about contribution to the
community and career goals is also required. Online applications are now avail-
able at: http://rmhc.org/what-we-do/rmhc-u-s-scholarships/ 
Application Deadline: February 16, 2010 

One-time mini-Senior year grades are still important for
gaining admission to excellent colleges.
Many will be basing their admissions
decisions of the Midyear Report, which
is mailed with the high school transcript,
in February 2010 and includes senior
year, first semester grades. Here are two
"homework" websites which can offer
help in keeping those grades up. 

NATIONAL CO-OP SCHOLARS PROGRAM 
school seniors with a cumulate high school GPA of 3.5+. Student must have
applied and eventually been accepted to one of the 10 partner “co-op”universities. 
Cooperative education integrates classroom studies with learning through pro-
ductive work experiences in a field related to a student’s career goals. From 10-
30 renewable $6,000 scholarships are available at each school. Postmarked 
application deadline: February 15, 2010. All info at: www.co-op.edu. Co-
op schools include such universities as Johnson & Wales, Drexel, Antioch, CW
Post Long Island Univ., and Rochester Institute of Technology. 

For graduating high

http://highschoolace.com/ace/ace.cfm 
"High School Ace" is a free online learn-
ing center that features subject guides
for English, foreign languages, math,
science, and social studies. Check it out!
Updated daily. INSTITUTE OF FOOD TECHNOLOGISTS 

Scholarships specifically offered to graduating high school seniors with 3.0+
GPA and/or 1000 SAT and interested in majoring in either Food Science or 
Human Nutrition (not culinary arts or cooking). Awards: Fifteen for $1,000 each.
Students must be planning to attend one of the universities whose programs
have been approved by IFT and are listed on the website. Download Freshman
Scholarship Application and submit it to the Head of the Department of the IFT
approved university you are applying to by February 15, 2010. http:// 
www.ift.org/cms/?pid=1000444 

Sponsoring Freshman

h t t p : / / s c h o o l . d i s c o v e r y . c o m /  
ho mewo r kh elp/bj pinch bec k/ 
index.html 
"Homework Helper" is a free, amazing

wealth of resources for every academic
subject. Website Quote: "I'm BJ, but
my friends call me Beege. I turned 17 on
March 1 6th. My site contains over 700
links to sites that will help you with your
homework." 

USA FUNDS ACCESS TO EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIPS
USA Funds® will award up to $3.2 million nationwide in new, renewable $1500
scholarships to students with economic need. Applications will be accepted
online beginning Dec. 15, 2009, through Feb. 15, 2010. Scholarships are
open to high-school seniors, currently enrolled college students or incoming col-
lege students who have an annual adjusted gross family income of $35,000 or
less. Up to 50% of the scholarship awards will be targeted to applicants who
are members of an ethnic-minority group or have a documented physical dis-
ability. For more details visit the website:http://www.usafunds.org/planning/
accesstoe ucation_scholarship/index.html _ d_

 

WHAT IS "YIELD PROTECTION"?
An article in the Wall Street Journal has
reported about the practice that is some-
times referred to as "yield protection."
Schools that use this "strategy" often
waitlist top applicants under the assump-
tion that those students are using the
school as a safety and will opt to go
elsewhere when they make their final
dec is ion.  Th is  has become c o m m o n

enough that outside consulting groups
offer to give admission officers some sort
of predictive rating for each applicant.
The details of this process remain a
mystery to outsiders. This practice is
seemingly more popular at smaller
schools. 

MENSA EDUCATION & RESEARCH FOUNDATION SCHOLAR-
SHIPS Various scholarships totaling $70,000 are awarded, based on essays
written by the applicants. Applicants must be current residents of a participating
American Mensa local group’s area (simply enter your zip code to access appli-
cation) and must submit an application and essay of not more than 550 words.
Postmark Application Deadline: January 15, 2010. Essay subject has to do 
your career, academic and/or vocational goals and how you plan to achieve
those goals. http://www.mensafoundation.org 

10th ANNUAL MUSIC STUDENT ESSAY SCHOLARSHIPS 
Must submit an online 250 word essay on: “I believe music must remain a part
of the school curriculum because...” Five $1,000 scholarships will be awarded
to students in grades 9-12. Essays Submission Deadline: December 31,
2010. Click on “Essay Contest” on the left at: http://www.sbomagazine.com/ 
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SCHOLARSHIP AND CONTEST PROGRAMS

AMERICAN METEOROLOGICAL SOCIETY FRESHMAN
SCHOLARSHIPS The AMS Freshman Undergraduate Scholarship pro-
gram is open to all high school seniors and designed to encourage study in the
atmospheric and related sciences. Application includes a 500 word essay de-
scribing how you feel your education will benefit society. A varied number of
$2,500 awards for each of the first two years of college ($5,000) are avail-
able. Application deadline: February 5, 2010. Download application from: 
http://www.ametsoc.org/amsstudentinfo/scholfeldocs/index.html#6 

GREAT SCHOLARSHIP WEBSITES!!! 

ScholarshipHelp.org 
Seeking help on scholarships? Look no 
further! At first glance this website ap-
pears to be so useful and informative that 
it is hard to believe it is FREE. The site 
includes: College Cost Facts, College 
Loans, Types of Scholarships, Judging the 
Scholarship Application, Personal Assess-
ment, ACT/SAT Test Help, Scholarship 
Opportunities, Evaluating Opportunities, 
Preparing the Application, Scholarship 
Essay, Letters of Recommendation, The 
Interview, College Directory By State, and 

a Guide to Internet Research. http:// 
www.scholarshiphelp.org/ 

Applying for Financial Aid: When Is It Worth Your Time?
Will you qualify for financial aid? You can get a handle on your aid eligibility by
heading to http://apps.collegeboard.com/fincalc/efc_welcome.jsp and play-
ing with the College Board’s Expected Family Contribution, or EFC calculator. 

When calculating your EFC, choose “Both FM & IM” on the “Pick a Formula” 
page. IM refers to the CSS/Profile calculations. The key concept: If your EFC
is below a college’s total annual cost (tuition + board & room), you are eligible
to get help from the college or the federal government in bridging the gap. 
you don’t own property other than your home, have little savings and one child.
With $90,000 in pretax income, your EFC would be around $13,000 a year, 

which is the average cost for an in-state student at a public institution. In other
words, if your student attends a public university costing $13,000 a year, you
would probably get little or no need-based aid. This EFC is based on the
“fed-eral methodology (FAFSA)” used by most schools. If your income is 
$150,000, your EFC would be above $30,000, which closer to the average
cost for a private four-year college. Got $210,000? Your EFC might be $48,000,
which means you likely won’t get aid. If your EFC is $10,000 or $20,000
above a college’s cost, “You should probably apply the first year,” says Myra
Smith, the College Board’s executive director of financial-aid services. If you 
don’t ex-pect aid now but think you will be eligible when your second child
applies in two years, you may want to file the aid forms. Regardless of the
EFC, if stu-dents want a federal low (6.8%) fixed-interest Stafford Loan of 
$5500 (max allowed for freshmen), they must submit the FAFSA. In addition,
apply for aid if you have extenuating circumstances. If you have high medical 
costs, if your income will be lower in the years ahead, or if you’re incurring hefty
expenses looking after elderly parents, you may receive aid from specific
schools, even if the formulas suggest otherwise. These circumstances should be 
communicated to specific schools after the submission of the FAFSA and/or
CSS/Profile. For a list of schools which require the CSS/Profile in addition to the
FAFSA, click at the bottom of webpage:
https://profileonline.collegeboard.com/ index.jsp 

ScholarshipExperts.com has been help-
ing parents and students find free money
for college since 2001. They constantly
update their database of college scholar-
ships and grad school scholarships to pro-
vide the most accurate scholarship infor-
mation available. Forbes.com "Best of
the Web" Review judge them, "The best
scholarship search engine we've found!"
They provide a time-saving, customized
list of scholarships that match your hob-
bies, interests and academic background.
Get unlimited access to a scholarship da-
tabase of 2.4 million awards worth over
$14 billion. http://www.scholarship 

experts.com/ 

COLLEGE NEWS 
In the past 30 years, coed college dormi-
tories have gone from rare to routine, with
nearly all students who live on campus
now sharing housing with members of the
opposite sex. But a recent study suggests
that the shift may have had unintended
results. The new findings suggest that
colleges searching for ways to reduce
binge drinking and other entrenched be-
haviors may consider whether the social
pressures of coed housing are making
matters worse. 

FINANCIAL ADVICE TO PARENTS
(C. Joseph Gould, Director of External Affairs, 

St. George’s School, Newport, RI)
Set forth your parental requirements about college first thing. If you are going
to place limits on distance, cost, or some other distinguishing characteristic of a
college, make that clear to your child right up front. For example, to wish and

hope that a college will provide the financial aid that you think you require may
set in motion the forces for disappointment for you and for your child. There-
fore, you need to educate yourself in advance about the realities of financial
aid. If you make your issues clear right from the beginning, you will save your-
self and your child a considerable amount of anxiety down the road. 
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 APPLYING FOR COLLEGE 

(Excerpted from “Cincinnati Enquirer,” November 6, 2009)

For the next two months, colleges and high school students are going through academia’s version of speed-dating. The 
largest senior class in high school history is applying for college. But to secure a spot at their dream school, students have 
to figure out a way to stand out from 2.5 million peers. For their part, the colleges will sift through thousands of applica-
tions - up 24% in four years. Their challenge: accept students who will actually show up on campus next fall, be able to 
afford tuition and stick around to graduate four years later. Today, with a bumper crop of students, skyrocketing college
costs and an ailing economy, 
forced to give extra consideration to those who can pay their own way. Public schools say they’re getting a wave of top
scholars whose parents can’t afford private tuition. And parents are ratcheting down their kids’ choices. Some can
afford next year’s tuition but can’t guarantee the next three years. Unfortunately, many deserving applicants will never
know why they didn’t get in. “Sometimes we have to turn kids away we like,” says Lee Coffin, dean of admissions at
Tufts University in Boston. “They’ll think, ‘But I had A’s, good test scores.’ What they can’t see is the depth of the pool
in which they were competing. There are lots of people who look just like them.” A Tufts survey of last year’s 1,200-
student freshman class found 100 students had been presidents of their high school senior class. Last year Notre Dame
University (IN) rejected 430 students who ranked first in their graduating class. Many Ivy League acceptance rates are
single digits. “We weren’t saying they couldn’t do the work,” says Daniel Saracino, Notre Dame’s assistant provost for
enrollment, “but they didn’t bring something to the table that really jumped out. And what jumps out may change from
year to year.” With huge high school pools to choose among, most have more than enough high-ability applicants.
“Every kid admitted to a very competitive school is a supernova,” Coffin says. He says that 75% of Tufts’ 15,500
pass the initial academic check, but only 24% will be admitted - based on everything from their major to the fact that 
Tufts needs students with journalism experience to produce its daily newspaper. 

it’s anybody’s guess as to who is and isn’t accepted. Some private schools say they’re 
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