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CLASS OF 2010
THE UNOPENED  DOORS AWAIT!!

William Blake, the English poet and painter, once wrote, “In the universe, there are things that are known, and things that
are unknown, and in between, there are doors.” The opportunities which doors represent are what make the future real
and separate our dreams from the authentic experiences which await. The opening of any door involves a certain amount
of risk. Fortunately for high school seniors, the immediate doors are labeled: Go to Work, Take a Gap Year, Join the
Military, Go to College, Get Married, Become a Bum, and so on. It is one thing to dream that you want to be rich and
famous, and entirely something else to actually achieve it. To fulfill that dream and many others, in today’s world, “Go to
College” is the door to open. But don’t wait to open that door. If it hasn’t already been opened, push it open…wide! Now!
Only then will you see the other doors which await. They have names of colleges on them. Some can be opened more
easily than others, and some later than others. Doors will not open for you. So, step out there and begin (or continue) that
journey now. This newsletter is meant to facilitate your journey. This is the first of nine monthly eight-page newsletters
you will receive throughout the 2009-2010 school year to help you with timelines and provide keys and combinations for
opening a variety of doors.  Share this newsletter with a parent and try to find a few minutes for yourself during the
opening days of school to read through these pages. (For easy reference, keep these monthly newsletters in a
three-ring binder).

CLARIFYING  NEW  SAT SCORE
CHOICE  POLICY

As most seniors have undoubtedly heard, this year the
College Board is allowing students to choose which SAT
scores they wish to submit to colleges and universities. The
big question is: What are the policies of the schools to which
students are applying? Will schools allow students to sub-
mit only the scores they choose? To clarify this conundrum
the College Board has a new SAT Score Choice webpage:
http://www .collegeboard.com/student/testing/sat/
score_choice.html
At the bottom of the page is written: “The SAT Score-Use
Practices List provides an alphabetical listing of college
and scholarship programs that have submitted their score-
use practice. Download the SAT Score-Use Practices List
(.pdf/1.8 MB).” This list includes a description of the dif-
ferent practices allowed by schools. Not all schools are
listed yet, but hopefully this list will continue to be updated.
Also on this page is written: You can view the score-use
practices of participating colleges and universities at the
time that you’re asked to send scores.”  Individual schools
should also have posted their score-report policies on their
own school websites. And, of course, if all else fails, call or
email the school’s admissions office to double-check if still
in doubt. According to Newsweek magazine, “Some ob-
servers believe its (score choice) real purpose is to boost
the College Board’s revenue by encouraging students to
take the SATs more frequently. (hmmmm?)

FINANCIAL   AID  CHANGES  FOR  2009-2010

In response to all the hardship, the federal government has
stepped in aggressively. As the credit markets seized up,
Congress passed a law that raised the limit on how much
students could borrow without needing to qualify. Under
the federal Stafford Loan Program, entering 1st yr. col-
lege freshmen will be able to borrow up to $5,500
(2nd yr: $6500; 3rd/4th yr: $7500) at an unsubsized fixed
interest rate of 6.8% through 2013. The US Secretary of
Education has been empowered to buy student loans from
banks, thereby ensuring that lenders have enough capital to
meet borrowing demands. Tuition assistance of $4,000 per
year will also be available for students who commit to teach-
ing high-need subjects in underserved areas, and loan for-
giveness after 10 years for graduates who enter public-
service careers.  A 2007 law also went into effect in July
2009. Known as the Income-Based Repayment program,
it caps the monthly payments on federal loans at 15 percent
of a graduate’s discretionary income. What does that mean
for the bottom line? Say you’re a recent graduate with
$30,000 in federal loans and a starting salary of $25,000 a
year. Previously, your monthly payments would have to-
taled about $345; now they’ll be around $110, according to
The Institute for College Access and Success, a nonprofit
focused on affordability issues.  As part of its stimulus pack-
age approved by Congress, the maximum Pell Grant

continued on page 2
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From 2009 senior grad:
  SONNET ON COLLEGE ADMISSION
              (By Phoebe Parket-Shames, Ashland, OR)
How can I find the perfect future life

To select from uncertain possible schools
That opens my mind to decision-making strife

And makes tomorrow a trove of distant
                    Gleaming jewels
Yet what happens if I find it counterfeit

A fools gold future without true delight
Stuck in the maw of a gilded dragon’s pit

With regret for following the wrong light
But this is a worry stretched by my brain

The mouth of the cave is also its door
There’s always an exit you can obtain

And rarely a task you have to endure
I think by far that the riskier stance

Would be to never have taken the chance

FINANCIAL  AID CHANGES
award jumped from $4,731 to $5,350 in July 2009. In
addition, many families for their 2010 tax year will be able
to take advantage of a temporary tax credit of up to
$2,500 per student for tuition and books.  President
Obama’s proposed 2010 budget seeks to make these
changes permanent. The proposed budget also recommends
changing the way the government disburses federal stu-
dent loans. Currently, the government lends only about one
quarter of that money directly to undergrads. The remain-
der is lent by banks, though the government still guarantees
those loans and pays banks a subsidy to make them. Basi-
cally, the changes would cut out the middlemen and have
the government do all the lending directly. That would save
an estimated $94 billion over 10 years—money that then
would be funneled into the Pell Grant program. The idea
has met resistance from banks and the lawmakers repre-
senting districts where they operate. The proposal’s fate
remains uncertain.

Continued from page 1

Rankings Frenzy ’09
(August 20, 2009, http://www.insidehighered.com)

You can go to the U.S. News and World Report maga-
zine itself to find out who is No. 1, but can be assured that
there are no shockers. What may be more newsworthy is
the annual fight over participation in the survey portion —
seen by many as the least valid part of the rankings. U.S.
News said that only 48% of all institutions responded to the
reputation survey that can be filled out by presidents, pro-
vosts, admissions deans or others and that counts for the
largest portion of formula used in the rankings. Just a few
years ago the national participation rate was 67%.  The
response rate is settling in at less than half — even as new
reports surface that some of those who do fill out the form
do so in ways that game the system by ranking competing
universities low, or that don’t give enough time and atten-
tion to the process of filling them out.  In June it was re-
ported that an official at Clemson University (SC) re-
vealed that her bosses had regularly given low scores on
the “reputational” survey to make Clemson look better.

More and more schools are joining the Education Con-
servancy list (http://www.educationconservancy.org/
presidents_letter.html) in which they have refused to fill
out the U. S. News reputational survey and  refused to
refer to the rankings as an indication of the quality of their
college or university. The list includes: Earlham College,
St. John’s College, Drew University, Lafayette Col-
lege, Hendrix College,Eckerd College, Denison Uni-
versity, Wesleyan College,  College of the Holy Cross,
Kenyon College, Austin College, Lake Forest Col-
lege, Ursinus College, Goucher College, Saint Mary’s
College of California, Skidmore College, Muhlenberg
College, Hampshire College,  University of New
Hampshire, Reed College and Trinity College (CT).

MISSPELLINGS  ON APPLICA TIONS:
HOW CRUCIAL?

(“Wall Street Journal,” Nov. 2008)

When Dartmouth College rejected Ramond King’s early
decision application, he tried to figure out why he wasn’t at
least deferred to the spring pool. He had a 3.9 grade-point
average his senior year, took five Advanced Placement
courses and won the headmaster’s cup, an award to the
student who showed the most personal growth at the
Branson School in Ross, Calif. A few weeks later, as he
was finishing 13 applications, Ramond’s high school coun-
selor called him with a possible explanation. On his applica-
tion, where he’d described his course load, Ramond had
spelled chemistry as “chemestry” and literature as
“literatre.” The errors appeared six times.  In his next round
of regular decision applications, the errors were corrected.
This time, he was accepted to five schools, including Cornell,
where he is now a freshman. He says blatant misspellings
can be fatal to an application. Advice: Check every section
of an application immediately after finishing it, as well as
before sending it. Many college counselors recommend print-
ing out an online application and proofreading the hard copy.

QUOTE  OF  THE  MONTH

“Rankings promote a ‘destination orientation’ or an obses-
sive approach to getting into highly ranked colleges. Where
the student is headed becomes more important than what is
to be accomplished, why that goal might be important or
how the institution might best serve the student. When dis-
tracted by the blinding power and prestige that rankings
bestow upon a few institutions, it is easy to lose sight of
one’s values and priorities as well as the full range of op-
portunities that exist.” (http://www.theadmissiongame.com/
blog/index.php
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SENIOR CHECKLIST  FOR SEPT./OCT.
______ Make a list of test names, dates and fees, registration dead lines,\

college application deadlines, and financial aid applications (including
schoarships) and deadlines.  (Most Schools accept scores from the
December SAT, for regular deadline applicants.)

______Prepare resume and listing of interests, strengths and goals to give to
teachers, counselors and employers for letters of recommendation.

______  College bound athletes applying to Division I or Division II schools
need to Register with the NCAA Clearinghouse for Certification in
order to play college athletics.  The process begins with a Student
Release Form which can be obtained from your counseling office or
can be sent online or down-loaded and mailed. WEBSITE:https:/
web1.ncaa.org/eligibilitycenter/common/   Two copies of the form
must be given to your high school counselor.

______  When registering for SAT or ACT, if you mark the code 9999 as one
of your college or scholarship codes, your scores will be sent auto-
matically to the NCAA Clearinghouse.

______ Narrow your list of colleges to five or six.  Consider fall campus
visits.  Browse through campus catalogs and brochures located in
your school’s Career Center and check out college websites.

______ Attend college visitation meetings at your school
______ Work hard to keep your grades up.  Admissions committees will

closely review the first semester of your senior year.
______ Register @ http://www.collegeboard.com/splash for October 10

SAT -   Deadline: September 9, 2009; November 7 SAT - Deadline:
October 1, 2009.

______ Register @ http://www.actstudent.org for October 24 ACT.  Dead-
line: September 18, 2009

______ Start working on the first draft of your admissions essay(s)
______ Listen to morning bulletins for local, state and national scholarships

for which you might apply.   “Deadlines usually range from Novem-
ber 1, 2009 to May, 2010”

______ If applicable, prepare applications for early decision.  These dead-
lines begin November 1.  Know the difference between “early deci-
sion” and “early action”.

______ Checkout commonapp.org to see which colleges accept the com-
mon application (see article below)

The College Connection Newsletter

WHEN  APPLYING  FOR COLLEGES, THINK ABOUT  USING:
THE COMMON  APPLICATION

Many of the nation’s top, mostly private and competitive colleges and universities accept The Common Application in
place of their own.  The Common Application is the recommended form of 391 selective colleges and universities for
admission to their undergraduate programs. For all participating schools, all members of each admission office staff sign
an annual Participation Agreement reaffirming their commitment to the Common Application. Some of these institutions
use the form exclusively. All give equal consideration to the Common Application and the college’s own form. Experience
with the Common Application over a period of 30+ years has demonstrated its advantages to students, counselors, and
teachers. The concept is simple: Students complete one Common Application form (including the SAME ESSAY!) with
accompanying Supplements from most schools, then submit it online. The online application allows students to complete or
download all necessary forms.  Documents can also be saved and edited. Checkout the website at: http://commonapp.org.
Click on Member Colleges & Universities, then the All Members list to see if at least two of your selected colleges or
universities are on the list.

COLLEGE AND CAMPUS NEWS
***Several dozen colleges and universities are
directing their tour guides to turn around and
walk forward. Driving the overhaul of the cam-
pus tour is colleges’ desire to provide visitors a
more natural, spontaneous and, ideally, more
engaging experience. There is now a private
consulting firm called TargetX which charges
colleges thousands of dollars to “audit” their
tours and look at other aspects of how they
present themselves.
*** This summer, the College of the Holy
Cross (MA) is asking new students to trade in
books for something many in their generation
never pick up. New students have been asked
to read the newspaper - then discuss articles
with classmates in a new online forum.
*** Two-thirds of 259 responding private col-
leges plan to freeze salaries and 53% are cut-
ting benefits, according to results of a survey
released in August by Yaffe & Company, a con-
sulting firm specializing in executive compen-
sation and governance.
***(Inside Higher Education): Because parents
and students are uncertain about the academic
quality of colleges they are deciding to apply
to, they rely on reputation. Knowing this, col-
leges compete based on reputation. This repu-
tation-based competition contributes to the rev-
enue-to-cost spiral because more spending on
marketing is helpful in improving a reputation,
and thus the cost is passed on to the student.
*** Two months after ITT Educational Ser-
vices, Inc. bought Daniel Webster College
(NH), traditionally known for a strong pilot train-
ing program, and transformed it into a for-profit
institution, the company abruptly fired two of
the school’s top administrators, Robert E.
Myers, Daniel Webster’s president since 2005,
and Michael J. Quinn, vice president for institu-
tional advancement.
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Something New in Registering
for National College Fairs

2009 Fall Seattle and Boise College Fairs - Student Registration  Use the
website: http://www.gotomyncf.com.  Register ahead of either fair:
*** Seattle - Sunday, October 18, 2009 (12-4pm) Monday, October 12,
2009 (9am-       12pm), at theWashington State Convention and Trade Center.
*** Boise - Tuesday, October 27, 2009 (9:30 am-2:30 pm & 6-8 pm).
When you register you will provide personal information. This information
will be provided exclusively to those colleges and/or universities that you
choose at the College Fair. By allowing a college or university to record the
electronic bar code on your admittance pass, you give permission that all
personal information will be shared with those colleges or universities. Col-
leges do not sell, rent, or lease any registrant information to third parties.  The
following fairs do not yet have pre-registration:                      ***Rocky
Mountain Region College Fairs for 2009-2010   You can also pre-
register for the RMACAC fairs.  The Rocky Mountain Association of
College Admission Counseling (RMACAC) has a  listing of their own Octo-
ber College Fairs in Albuquerque and Salt Lake City on their website at:
http://www.rmacac.org/college
fairs.php.  They also list dates, times and locations for non-RMACAC Oc-
tober College Fairs throughout Colorado and Arizona.
*** More College Fairs - These do not yet have pre-registration avail-
able.  Phoenix - September 27, Portland - October 25/26, Spokane - October
22, Locations and times at:http://www.nacacnet.org/EventsTraining/
CollegeFairs/

Calif. UC & CSU Visual and Performing Ar ts (VPA)
Requirements for OUT-OF-STATE Students.

The California University System has developed a Generic Course List which
includes approved VPA courses and will generally be used as a guideline by
all schools. However, as Nina Costales, UC Articulation Analyst, has stated:
“If a student is applying from out of state, it is up to the discretion of each
campus (as to) how they will handle the courses that the student submits as
meeting the subject requirements. The final decision would lie with the cam-
pus.”  Use the UC website to clarify the VPA evaluation state standards:
http://www.ucop.edu/a-gGuide/ag. If there is still a question, fax the stu-
dent transcript and course description to the specific campus after contacting
a campus admissions representative. REMEMBER: You must take at
least one full year of the same VPA course.  One semester of Painting
and one semester of Ceramics will not cut it.
Generic List Appr oved VPA Courses: Visual Arts: Art, Art History, Paint-
ing, Drawing, Sculpture, Ceramics, Photography, Computer Art.  Music: Mu-
sic Appreciation, Chorus, Choir, Band, Jazz Ensemble, Orchestra, Piano.  The-
ater Arts: Drama, Acting.  Dance: Dance. Not Appr oved Courses: De-
sign (any), Fashion (any), Wood, Metal, Marching Band, Keyboard, Guitar,
(Any instrument), Culinary Arts, Play or Dance Production, Ballroom Dance.

How to Tell If a College Admissions Assistance Program
is Legitimate   (http://ph.answers.yahoo.com)

“If a program charges you a specific amount of money to work with your
child to get him/her admitted into their school of choice, you should be leery.
They are basically “middle-men.” Cut out the middle man. Directly call the
admission offices of the schools your child is applying to, and scope them out
on the web. See what the schools’ stats are for average ACT/or SAT score,
high school GPA, and what they consider to be a “college prep” curriculum.
As for “personal statements/essays,” try talking with a high school guidance
counselor or a qualified teacher. Nearly all colleges have visit days or indi-
vidual appointments available to visit campus and you may talk directly with a
counselor or faculty member. You can do much for free before asking a
company to step in.”

BOOKMARK THESE WEBSITES!!!
http://www.scholarshipexperts.com/
Looking for more scholarships to apply for
online? Complete a profile and find scholar-
ships to apply for instantly. They have a data-
base of over 2.4 million scholarships worth
over $14 billion! It’s fast, easy, and completely
free.
www.nces.ed.gov/col legenavigator
Here’s a great website for beginning your col-
lege search. Then you can refine your search
by selecting “More Search Options” to use ad-
ditional search criteria. Then you can build a
list of schools using “My Favorites” for side-
by-side comparisons.  You can pinpoint school
locations with an interactive map. You can ex-
port search results into a spreadsheet and you
can save your sessions including search op-
tions, results, and favorites. It’s free!
http:/ /www.forbes.com/2009/08/12/
womens-colleges-student-forbes-woman-
leadership-graduate.html   This extra long
link is worth writing into your search engine if
you are considering applying to a Women’s Col-
lege. It is a Forbes Magazine article on “Why
Women’s Colleges Are Still Relevant.” It states
that women’s colleges are “not academic con-
vents. Instead, they offer an open, empower-
ing atmosphere, leadership training and, yes,
co-ed classes.” It will challenge your stereo-
types.
 http://www.payscale.com/best-colleges/
t o p - u s - c o l l e g e s - g r a d u a t e - s a l a r y -
statistics.asp   For all the college rankings
floating around, there’s still one area students
and parents can’t find much concrete info
about: how much an undergraduate degree will
pay off. Enter PayScale.com. Its 2009 Col-
lege Salary Report allows you to compare the
salaries of grads who attend an engineering
school with those from a liberal arts college.
Use their complete list of all the schools in the
study, organized by school type and ranked by
starting and mid-career salary.
http : / /www.co l leg ia techo ice .com/
index.htm   If you can’t make campus visits
before applying to colleges, perhaps a video-
tape will help you in your decisions. Checkout
this website for a list of schools.  DVD’s are
$15 ea. + shipping ($6 1-5, $10-6+)  “Colle-
giate Choice Walking Tours” are straight for-
ward , non-promotional DVD’s of college stu-
dent-guided campus tours offered at over 350
colleges and universities across the United
States, Canada, England, Ireland, and Scotland.
These DVD’s are not professionally produced.
Guidance counselors, not commercial film-mak-
ers, are doing the recordings.  DVD’s vary in
length from 30 (Xavier) to 120 (MIT) minutes.
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JOE  FOSS INSTITUTE  ESSAY CONTEST
A $5,000 college scholarship, plus $250 for your class, and
$500 for your school is being offered.  Essays must be a
minimum of 1,500 words on the subject theme “What Do
We Owe Our Veterans? And Why?”  Online essay dead-
line: November 2, 2009    The winner will be notified by
Dec. 14, 2009. For complete Guidelines & Rules, go to:
http://www .jfiweb.org/foss/?action=gid_89

11th  ANNUAL  “ATLAS  SHRUGGED” ESSAY
CONTEST     Sponsored by the Ayn Rand Institute, this
contest offers1st prize: $10,000, 3 2nd prizes: $2,000, 5 3rd
prizes: $1,000, 20 finalists: $100, 20 semifinalists: $50.
Open to college/university and 12th grade students. Must
write an essay (800-1600 words) on a topic related to Ayn
Rand’s novel, “Atlas Shrugged.” The winning essay must
demonstrate an outstanding grasp of the philosophic mean-
ing of the book. Deadline: September 17, 2009  All info
at: http://www.aynrand.org/contests/

STUDENT LOAN NETWORK     $10K college schol-
arship application - Easy scholarship Fall drawing with no
GPA or other requirements. Complete the simple online
scholarship application for your chance to win the $10,000
college scholarship from the Student Loan Network. By
entering, you also become a ScholarshipPoints.com mem-
ber, which gives you the opportunity to win over $100,000
in monthly scholarship drawings this year! http://
www.studentloannetwork.com/10K/

THE EMERSON PRIZE     This is one of the most
prestigious awards for high school history students. Although
worth no monetary award, winning one of the annual five
laureate prizes for best essay opens college doors at the
most highly regarded schools. First you must have your es-
say, ranging from 4,000-6,000 (or more) words published in
the Concord Review. Essays are accepted on a “rolling
admissions” basis. The Concord Review is published quar-
terly, and issues arrive in September, December, March and
June. Essays are eligible for at least the next four issues,
after submission. They publish about 7% of the papers they
get. Emerson Prize winners are chosen from the published
essays. Since 1995, 74 students have won the Emerson
Prize. All details at: http://www .tcr.org/tcr/submissions
.htm

FREE RIDE  FULL  TUITION SCHOLARSHIPS
Here are 34 Colleges, Universities and Organizations which
offer full tuition, room and board, to outstanding high school
graduates. http://www .studentscholarshipsearch.com/
Scholarships/ Click on “Free Ride Full Tuition Scholar-
ships” You will find details for such organizations as Walt
Disney and Microsoft, and such schools as Vanderbilt,
Juniata (PA), Boston College, Westmont, Boston Uni-
versity, Washington University in St. Louis. DePauw,
and Colorado College.

SCHOLARSHIP AMERICA: DOLLARS FOR
SCHOLARS     Are you a student or family looking for
scholarship aid? Go to website:http://scholarship
america.org/dollars_for_scholars.php.  You can follow
Scholarship America on Facebook to be notified when
programs open for the 2009-2010 school year. Also check
out the Dollars for Scholars “Chapter Search” to see if
there is a chapter in your area.  These grassroots organi-
zations give thousands of dollars in scholarships to local
students each year. You can also sign-up for email up-
dates. Be sure to check out the “Collegiate Partners Pro-
gram” which involves nearly 500 colleges, universities and
technical schools to help maximize the impact of financial
aid from Scholarship America.

STOKES  EDUCATIONAL  SCHOLARSHIP
PROGRAM     Open to 2010 seniors, with minimum SAT
score of 1600 (1100 Critical Reading and Math, 500 in
Writing), or ACT of 25 and 3.0 GPA who plan to major
in Electrical or Computer Engineering, Computer
Science, or Math. Purpose of program is to facilitate the
recruitment of individuals, particularly minority high school
students, who have demonstrated skills critical to the Na-
tional Security Agency (NSA). With the Stokes Program,
you work during the summer at NSA in areas related to
your course of study. If you are selected, you are required
to work for NSA after your college graduation for at least
one-and-one-half times the length of study. Pays full tu-
ition at the college of your choice, reimbursement for books
and certain fees, housing and travel entitlements during
summer employment.  Application Deadline: Novem-
ber 30, 2009. Guidelines and online application:  http://
www.nsa.gov/careers/opportunities_4_u/students/
high_school/stokes.shtml

CENTRAL  INTELLIGENCE  AGENCY
 SCHOLAR PROGRAM     Open to 2010 seniors plan-
ning to enroll in a 4-or 5-year college program. Student
must be 18 years of age by April 1, 2010 and show
demonstrated financial need (household income ceiling of
$70,000 for a family of four, and $80,000 for a family of
five or more). The CIA Undergraduate Scholar Program
was developed, in part, to assist minority and disabled stu-
dents, but application is open to all students who meet the
requirements. Once selected, you will be given an annual
salary, a benefits package that includes health insurance,
life insurance, and retirement, and up to $18,000 per calen-
dar year for tuition, mandatory fees, books and supplies.
You’ll be required to work at a CIA facility during summer
breaks. CIA will pay the cost of transportation between
school and the Washington, DC area each summer and
provide a housing allowance. It offers the opportunity to
work at the forefront of the U.S.’s foreign intelligence ef-
fort. All students must agree to continue employment with
the Agency after college graduation for a period 1.5 times
the length of their college sponsorship. Online applica-
tion deadline: October 15, 2009.  https://www.cia.gov/
careers/student-opportunities/index.html

SCHOLARSHIPS & CONTEST  LISTINGS
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COCA  COLA SCHOLARS  FOUNDATION     High
school seniors are eligible for 250 awards, including 50 schol-
arships of $20,000 and 200 scholarships of $10,000, spread
out over 4 years of attending school.  Minimum GPA re-
quired is 3.0.  This scholarship is based on  Academic
Achievement, Financial Need, Work Experience, Extracur-
ricular Activities, Leadership Experience or Potential, Com-
munity Service, and Character.  https://www.coca-
colascholars.org/cokeWeb/index.jsp  Be aware that this
is a HIGHLY competitive program!! Deadline: October
31, 2009.

MISS TEENAGE CALIFORNIA SCHOLARSHIP
PAGEANT      The 30th annual Miss Teenage California
Scholarship Program will be held April 17-19, 2009. Fe-
male students 13-19 are eligible to apply. There is no swim-
suit or talent competition. Judging is based on achievements
and activities, personality, poise and appearance in formal
attire. Details and application at: http://www.miss
teenageca.com/

CAREER NEWS

College Students Ar e Flocking to Sustainability
Degrees, Careers (USA Today)

Students interested in pursuing a job in sustainability can
now choose from a variety of “green” degree programs.
With an increased interest in the environment and growth
in the “green collar” job sector, colleges and universities
are beginning to incorporate sustainability into their pro-
grams. From MBAs in sustainable-business practices to
programs that give students the technical training neces-
sary to operate wind turbines, students have an increasing
array of options to choose from.  Two-thirds of students
surveyed by the Princeton Review for the company’s re-
cent “College Hopes and Worries” survey said a college’s
“environmental commitment” would be a factor in where
they applied.  One popular program at U Penn is an MBA
that teaches skills for operating sustainable businesses. It
allows students to earn an MBA and a master’s in environ-
mental studies at the same time. It is part of the Wharton
School’s Initiative for Global Environmental Leadership at
Penn. Harvard’ s Graduate School of Design is now of-
fering a concentration in sustainable design.  Arizona State
University’s School of Sustainability now offers a bach-
elor of arts and a bachelor of science in sustainability as
well as a graduate degree. Kalamazoo Valley Commu-
nity College (MI) will offer a 26-week program starting
in October to train students in operating wind turbines.Use:
h t t p : / / w w w . n a i c u . e d u / s p e c i a l _ i n i t i a t i v e s /
Campus_Green_Initiatives to click on: “Environmental
Sustainability Map” to see what’s going green at America’s
private colleges.

SCHOLARSHIPS & CONTEST LISTINGS
DAVIDSON COLLEGE BR YAN SCHOLARS
PROGRAM     Offers $30,000 per year for four years to
one male and one female scholar athlete in each freshman
class in the eligible sports listed on their website. If you have
an exceptional academic record, exhibit outstanding leader-
ship abilities, and are rated a high impact athlete by a Davidson
College coach you may qualify for consideration.  For se-
nior scholar athletes who wish to be considered for the Bryan
Scholars Program, the entire Davidson College admis-
sion application is due by September 20, 2009.  The
admission application is available on the website. Because
of early deadlines, it is highly advised that you call the
Davidson Admission Office at (800) 768-0380.http://
www2.davidson.edu/admission/admis_bryan/Bryan
Desc.htm

OUTSTANDING  STUDENTS OF AMERICA
SCHOLARSHIP     $1,000 scholarships are available to
any qualified current senior with a GPA of 3.0 or higher.
The focus of the scholarship will be students who partici-
pate in community and school activities. Applications must
be postmarked by October 10, 2009.  The semi-final-
ists’ applications are then forwarded to prestigious universi-
ties for selection of the scholarship winners.  To download
an application: http://www.outstandingstudentsof
america.com.
You must submit a biography (see website for sample) and
a 250-word essay on “Why I feel I need/deserve this schol-
arship” and highlight 1 or 2 activities or community services
listed on the bio.     Telephone: (205) 344-6322

RON BROWN SCHOLAR  PROGRAM     A mini-
mum of 10 renewable awards for $10,000 are available to
African American high school seniors who plan to attend
college full-time. Scholarship is based on Financial Need,
Academic Achievement, Essay, Extracurricular Activities,
Potential for Success, Leadership Experience or Potential,
Community Service, and Recommendations. Deadline (to
be considered for the Ron Brown Scholar Program and also
forwarded to a select and limited number of additional schol-
arship providers): Postmarked by November 1, 2009.
http://www.ronbrown.org

NATIONAL  FOUNDATION FOR ADVANCE-
MENT  IN THE  ARTS (ARTS)     ARTS is a national
program to recognize the achievements of high school se-
niors and other young artists 17 or 18 years old in areas of
Dance, Classical Music, Jazz, Theater, Visual Arts, Photog-
raphy, Film & Video, Voice and Writing.  Award amounts
vary but can be as high as $10,000. Final registration dead-
line is October 16, 2009.  Fill out an ARTS application at
the ARTS website: http://www.nfaa.org/ Pay the $35 per
discipline fee (fee waivers for low-income students) and
receive an ARTS ID#.  Deadline for submitting materi-
als to be judged: Postmarked October 30, 2009. Ma-
terials submitted without an ARTS ID# will NOT be judged.
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WHAT TO DO  BEFORE ACTUALL Y APPLYING
1. Look at your senior year courses, the classes you have taken over the last
three years, and the grades you have received.  If you have taken the minimum
in order to graduate and your GPA is below 3.0, you are not yet ready to apply
to a four year college.  Plan on attending a local community college where you
can mature without pressure and develop your academic skills and decide on a
possible career direction.  Best of all, you are guaranteed acceptance and
YOU DON’T NEED AN SAT SCORE.  After two successful full-time years,
you can transfer into the third year of a four year college or university. Your
eventual four/five year diploma will carry the title of your graduating university
or college, just the same as those students who attended it for all four years.
2. If you have prepared yourself to apply to four year colleges or universities,
the first question you must answer is: “How will we pay for this increasingly
expensive education?”  This will depend on your family’s income and assets
and your financial need. Calculate your need at:  http://www.finaid.org/cal-
culators/finaidestimate.phtml
3. Remember: Students from low income families, with unweighted 3.8+ GPA’s,
who have taken the most rigorous classes have a chance of attending very
competitive private colleges for less than in-state larger public universities.
4. Research possible colleges and universities which realistically fit your fi-
nancial               possibilities when combined with your academic qualifications,
career aspirations and personal requirements.  The best investment you can
make right now is to spend $14.95 registering for the Premium Online Edition
of the U.S. News and World Report “Best Colleges of 2010.” For your pur-
poses, the “rankings” of schools on this website are WORTHLESS!  You might
be able to rely on the research of “Consumer Report” to buy a new refrigera-
tor, but this is not the way to choose a college. However, this website is recom-
mended because it is an excellent way to find colleges based on location, aca-
demics, majors, financial aid and cost, sports and activities and much more.
You can compare all the relative facts about schools, five at a time.  http://
colleges.usnews.rankingsandre
views.com/best-colleges
5. Have a discussion with your family about these three areas.  Look at your
academic record.  Checkout your financial need. Begin your college research.
This newsletter will help take you on a monthly journey toward your college
goals.

LOOKING  FOR STRONG  SCHOOLS THAT
DON’T REQUIRE  TEST SCORES?

Denison University (OH), is among the highly selective liberal arts colleges
now giving applicants the option of submitting standardized test scores or choos-
ing not to include SAT I or ACT test results as part of their application creden-
tials  for the 2009-10 academic year. Several top independent colleges, includ-
ing Middlebur y in Vermont, Bowdoin and Bates in Maine, and Mount
Holyoke, Hampshire and Holy Cross in Massachusetts, have been pio-
neers in the movement. Denison has also joined Hamilton, Bard, and Union
Colleges in upstate New York and Franklin & Marshall, Gettysburg and
Dickinson colleges in Pennsylvania in offering some form of test-optional
admissions alternative. Western schools are Lewis & Clark (OR), Pitzer
(CA) and Whitwor th (WA). Two very good schools in Illinois are Knox and
Lake Forest. For the full list of 735+ schools go to: http://www.fair test.org/
univ/optional.htm

COLLEGE AND CAMPUS NEWS
*** Credit unions - long a staple for savings,
mortgages and car loans - are moving into the
student loan market. The credit unions say they
are responding to consumer demand. Many
other private lenders are abandoning the busi-
ness as their access to credit tightens up.
Member-owned and non-profit, most credit
unions did not engage in the kinds of specula-
tive financial practices that have hurt many
banks, and are in a better position to make
loans.

*** Ivy League schools are being deeply af-
fected by the deepest recession in five de-
cades.  The economy is choking their dona-
tions, battering endowments and threatening
to eliminate some sports programs. The eight
schools, which have educated 14 U.S. presi-
dents and half of the 110 justices in Supreme
Court history, have estimated endowment
losses of as much as 35 percent this year.

*** Brown University (RI) will sell bonds in
the next two or three months. The school will
use $25 million for renovations, including a
data center, and $100 million as a reserve.
Brown’s endowment declined 24.% to about
$2 billion, in the 11 months through May 31.

BOOKMARK THESE WEBSITES!!!
h t t p : / / w w w . e p i n i o n s . c o m /
Colleges_and_Universities
1522 student reviews on colleges and univer-
sities - This is one of a number of new websites
which features reviews about colleges writ-
ten by current students. For this one, simply
write in the name of a school in the “Search
for” box and the site will do the rest. The col-
lege reviews are only one small part of a huge
site offering reviews on everything imaginable.
http://www.careersandcolleges.com/
Excellent one-stop website for the entire col-
lege admissions process - Whether you want
to research careers and majors, search for
scholarships, find student loans, explore col-
leges or simply find well-written and focused
advice on such areas as campus visits and
how to choose a college.  After you register
and log-in, be sure to click on “Admissions
Advice” under “Articles & INFO” on the right
side of any page. Click such articles as “Choos-
ing a College” and “Choosing the Right Col-
lege for You” (under “Making the Final Choice).
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FOR SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION, CONTACT:
futurefocus@jeffnet.org

THE COLLEGE CONNECTION NEWSLETTER
FUTURE FOCUS EDUCATIONAL SERVICES

2030 Greenmeadow Way
Ashland, OR 97520

On the Wisdom and Merits of Exploring ‘Less Visible’ Colleges
 (By Marty O’Connell, executive director of “Colleges That Change Lives”)

“You’re applying WHERE?” Academically talented high school students around the country tell me this is often the
reaction they receive when sharing their thoughtfully chosen, but not “highly visible” colleges list with friends and family.
We exist in a name-brand obsessed culture which creates stress-inducing media headlines every year. Articles and blogs
highlight only the attention-grabbing process of a very narrow band of highly visible colleges, and are translated by most
students into “I’ll never get in anywhere!” To counteract the notion that “a college can’t be any good if I’ve never heard
of it” — another familiar student opinion — I challenge students to think about the people in their lives who are happy and
successful and find out where, or if, they went to college. They discover that most often the name and visibility of a college
choice has much less to do with success in life than do the experience and opportunities students take advantage of during
their college years. Employers and graduate schools look for outstanding skills and experience, not college pedigree.
Looking beyond name recognition when searching for colleges, students open themselves to more possibilities for colleges
that will be a great fit for them. The process truly requires starting with who the individual student is and why he or she is
going to college – not to mention personal needs, desires, learning styles, and interests. Why, really, are you going? What
are your abilities and strengths? What are your weaknesses? What do you want out of life, or in life—something tangible
or intangible? Are you socially self-sufficient or do you need warm, familial support? What kind of learning community do
you want to be part of? Exploring these questions with family, friends and high school counselors — the people who best
know the student — can help in choosing colleges that match their learning style and goals. The National Survey of
Student Engagement, (http://nsse.iub.edu) is a wonderful resource for gathering information about college outcomes
and provides a list of the right questions to ask during the college search. The simple truth is that the majority of the
colleges and universities in this country admit more students than they deny. Students willing to investigate beyond the very
narrow band of highly visible colleges will find many options that lead to a great fit and a worthwhile college experience —
one that will instill a lifelong passion for learning and prepare students to meet the challenges and changes they will face
during their lifetime.


