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The Voyage of True Discovery
Marcel Proust, the great French novelist, wrote, “The voyage of discovery is not in seeking new landscapes but in having ” Of 
course, for many college-bound seniors this has been an intense time of “seeking new landscapes.” Those new eyes. 
landscapes or campus-scapes in this case, have in themselves been sources of inspiration and discovery. But the ship still
waits in the harbor, unsure of which discoveries will offer open ports. So little is still known about those places which have
captured your dreams. Now the voyage of true discovery begins. In the coming weeks it is time to “have new eyes”...to
look again at discoveries already made, but in a new way. Revisit websites and view-books which reveal new specifics
and details about programs, students, faculty, activities and location. Reform impressions based on humanizing campuses
through personal contacts and chat-rooms with current students, alumni and professors. Look at more than ranking status,
hearsay reputations and glitzy locations

 

 

College Aid: When to Ask for More
” 12/28/09)

(Editor Note: Although this article refers to current college cation has encouraged schools to make adjustments for people 
students, the advice is appropriate for families of graduating who need them. A September survey by the National Asso- 
seniors who are seeking a more reality-based financial aid          ciation of Student Financial Aid Administrators found that 

nearly two-thirds of institutions saw judgment requests rise
by 10% or more. Families who have experienced recent
layoffs or salary cuts are good candidates for an adjustment
because that qualifies as an individual circumstance. Also,
families who took hardship withdrawals from their retire-
ment accounts to cover medical bills might qualify because
the withdrawal would normally count as income on their tax
returns. But families who lost money in their 529 college-
savings plans probably won’t qualify because an entire class
of students was affected, he says. Every school has differ-
ent requirements. Requests for reviews can be made over
the phone and in person, but are best done in writing. All
requests require documentation of the special circumstance,
such as a pink slip or copies of medical bills. Many colleges
and universities are helping struggling families cover college
costs by increasing need-based financial aid. According to
the National Association of Student Financial Aid Adminis-
trators survey, 55% of colleges surveyed said they increased
aid for the 2009-2010 academic year. 

package from their admitting schools.) 
The kids are home from school, hanging out with friends,
borrowing your car again, and you’re spending quality time
with their dirty laundry. Is college worth the cost? After a
year marked by layoffs, battered college funds and shrinking 
private-loan availability, more families are struggling to cover 
the cost of a higher education. But there is help out there 
and more of it in some instances. More families are taking
action to make sure their financial-aid packages reflect their
current financial situation by requesting professional judg-
ment reviews. This process allows families with special cir- 
cumstances to have their expected contributions (EFC) re- 
calculated based on what they’re making currently as
opposed to the prior year’s household income, which is typi-
cally what aid and awards are based on. Schools can then
choose to re-evaluate students’ financial-aid packages, typi-
cally qualifying them for more aid including federal grants,
loans and need-based scholarships. The Department of Edu- 

(“Wall Street Journal,

 
Quote of the Month: (Michael K. McKeon, Dean of Admissions, Seattle University) 

“Regrettably last year we withdrew acceptance from 5 students for inadequate senior year performance. Please know that
our acceptance letter clearly states: “This acceptance is provisional and contingent upon the successful completion of coursework
in progress.” With the entire acceptance packet is a brochure outlining subsequent steps which expands on final transcripts
being required for final acceptance, admonishing students that they will be accountable for post-acceptance performance.
Typically, a handful get letters expressing concern over senior year declines, which we copy to their newly assigned advisors
here (to be placed in their advisement folders), and to their secondary school counselors. The Office of Freshman Success
is also alerted to keep an eye out for them. All that being noted, yes colleges do watch out for and expect students to continue 
to perform. At two other institutions where I worked before coming to Seattle the expectations and consequences were the 

same.” 

Watch Out for 2nd Semester “Senioritis”
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Adding Colleges or Universities
to Your FAFSA List 

The ten or fewer schools you listed on the FAFSA are
named on the Student Aid Report and will electronically
receive a copy your SAR document. If you apply to more
than ten schools and they aren’t listed on your Student
Aid Report, those schools will also need to receive your
SAR information. If submitting online, you can add and
subtract schools by making corrections on the SAR. Or
you can request that your SAR info be sent to additional
colleges, by calling 800-433-3243. You will need to give
them your Data Release Number (DRN), which is also
listed on your Confirmation Page after submitting the
FAFSA. When additional schools are added, a correspond-
ing number of schools need to be removed from the list
and will not have automatic access to any up-dated stu-
dent information. 

MID-YEAR REPORT
As part of the application process, although you may have
already submitted the actual application, colleges and uni-
versities may require a Mid-Year Report which is due after
the 7th semester and includes your first semester senior
year grades. If you applied via the Common Application,
your high school may be sending the Mid-Year Report online 
through Naviance software. If not, download a paper ver-
sion from: https://www.commonapp.org/CommonApp/
DownloadForms.aspx, whether you have used the 
commonapp or not. Click on the “Word” version so that
you can fill out the required information. Either print it and 
give it to your counselor or email it so that the counselor
can fill out the rest on computer, then print and mail it with
your 7 semester transcript. Some colleges issue a February
1 deadline for the Mid-Year Report. If the report arrives 
after that date, don’t worry about it. As one college 
admissions counselor put it, “If we didn’t set some kind of
deadline, we would be getting those reports all the way into
June.” 
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How the All-important Estimated Family “How Do You Know the Award Is the 
Best You Can Get from the School?” 
The answer is simple. You have to ASK. Now, how to 

go about asking is another matter altogether. Look at the 
financial aid award. Can you afford the estimated cost to
attend this school? See if your need has been met. If it
hasn’t, then you have the right to ask. You should at the
very minimum make contact with the financial aid office to
see why they are not able to meet your financial need.
This is especially true if you simply cannot afford the
college of your choice given your current circumstances 
and ability to pay. Sometimes, you will get a response like, 
“W hoffered the most financial aid possible, given our available
funds and your need for financial aid. 
administrator what you CAN afford. Ask if there is anything
they can do to come closer to what you are truly able to
pay. 

Some schools will negotiate a better offer with you.
Especially if they are close to getting you to come, but not
quite. Others will not negotiate, plain and simple. However, 
you will never know unless you ask. 

Above all, be courteous and respectful. Of course,
you want to be a strong advocate for yourself, but being
argumentative or abusive to those who would help you is
VERY counterproductive. Remember, ultimately, this is a
business arrangement. Sometimes considerations can be
made, sometimes not. What’s most important is that you 
ask. That will DEFINITELY not hurt! 

A good aid administrator will actually help you through 
this task as it is something he/she deals with daily. They’ll
ask most of the questions and guide you through it. There 
is no shame in doing this. After all, you’re only looking out
for your best interest. 

” Tell the aid

Contribution (EFC) Works

Once the schools have copies of your final, updated SAR, 
they will try to meet your financial need through a 

” that combines aid from federal and state sourcesage 
with loans, institutional need-based grants and merit schol- 
arships, and student emp  loyment (work study). Then each“award letter” (usually in April) school will send you an 
that explains the types and amounts of aid you’re 
eligible to receive. 

“pack-

If you’ve already sent in your FAFSA, soon after you
should have received a Student Aid Report (SAR) in the
mail or by email. If you estimated 2009 figures, you will
need to eventually update this information and re-submit
the SAR. This report summarizes everything you wrote
on your FAFSA. School financial aid offices will use it to
determine how much and what kinds of financial aid you
are eligible to receive. Eligibility for student financial aid
is based on the difference between what the federal for-
mula calculates (EFC) and the cost of attending the col-
lege or university. Your SAR, if you applied online with a
parent and student PIN, and your immediately emailed
confirmation sheet include an amount (without a dollar
sign) identified as the EFC, Expected Family Contribu-
tion. The EFC is the amount the federal government has
determined that you and your parents will be able to con-
tribute toward the cost of your education for one year.
You and your parents won’t be expected to come up with
the entire Expected Family Contribution all at one time. It
is a contribution you make over the course of the school
year, no matter what the school’s cost. Schools will prob-
ably request additional documentation from you, such as
copies of you and your parents’ 2009 tax returns. It is
crucial that you respond immediately to any requests from

the financial aid office. Financial aid is typically awarded
on a first-come, first-served basis, and funds are limited. 
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REMINDERS:
• Be sure that you have adhered to all deadline dates. 
• Make corrections on your Student Aid Reports (SAR) when you receive

them! Remember, these must be accurate figures from your completed
income tax returns. Financial aid cannot be processed until all information 
is accurate. 

• You may send supplemental information to your admission office if you 
have done any significant new things. 
These could include an elected office, honor or distinction. 

• Check your counseling office for any new local scholarships. Also, be 
certain you are completing your state scholarship applications. In Califor- 

nia, submit GPA verification form by March 2nd. 
• Call admission offices at your selected colleges and check if your applica-

tion file is complete. 

COLLEGE NEWS 
The percentage of college freshmen planning
to major in business is at its lowest level
since the mid-1970s, according to the Higher
Education Research Institute 2009 version
of its "Freshman Survey." One of the report's
authors noted that interest in accounting,
business administration and management all
fell from 2008, while interest in finance and
marketing remained about the same. 

Carnegie Mellon University has joined other
schools in disclosing steep financial losses
this year amid the recession, reporting a
nearly 23% drop in net assets as of June 30
and endowment losses approaching 27%. DREXEL UNIVERSITY (PA):

A PEEK AT ADMISSIONS OFFICE FRENZY
(“Chronicle of Higher Education,” 1/10/10) 

Each day brings a flood of paper. On a Tuesday afternoon another wave of
documents—high-school transcripts, test-score reports, letters of recom-
mendation—has hit Drexel University’s application-processing center. Near 
the door, eight employees open the mail, code the contents, and then feed
each page into scanners. Around the corner, nearly two dozen workers type
away at computers, assembling the disparate pieces of each student’s appli-
cation into a single digital file, which the admissions-staff members will soon 
read. 
On a busy week, the staff might process 500 documents in an hour. In 2006
the university received nearly 19,000 freshman applications; last year it re-
ceived more than 31,000. The reasons for the increase are due to Drexel’s
enrollment-management office which has grown into a large, clockwork
division that runs an aggressive recruitment campaign. Its centerpiece is the
Drexel VIP Application, begun three years ago, which the university sends
to each and every one in its vast inquiry pool. In 2008 Drexel sent VIP
applications to 175,000 students and received about 31,000 filled out. The
university offered admission to about 68 percent of the applicants and en-
rolled a class of about 2,400. 

In 1 960, 75% of college instructors were full-
time tenured or tenure-track professors; to-
day only 27% are. The rest are graduate stu-
dents or adjunct and contingent faculty -
instructors employed on a per-course or yearly
contract basis, usually without benefits and
earning a third or less of what their tenured
colleagues make. The recession means their
numbers are growing. 

Goucher College (MD) is extending the con-
cept of sustainability of the physical envi-
ronment: to preserving the traditional val-
ues, as well as the arts, dress, customs and
cuisines, of communities threatened by glo-
balization and modernization, whether inner-
city neighborhoods or third-world villages.
Goucher calls it cultural sustainability, and
is offering it as a Master of Arts degree. 

ADVICE TO SENIORS ON DROPPING A CLASS OR CHANGING SCHEDULE
(NA CA C Listserve, January 15, 2010) 

High School Counselor Advice: “The student needs to address a letter or email to the admissions office of every
college they have applied to indicating the changes made in courses and reasons for the changes. They should call the
admissions office to verify if this will affect their decision. A letter from the parent should indicat their knowledge of the
change, the potential of the college decision being reversed, and/or their child’s communication to the admissions office
that it will not adversely impact it. The letter should include a statement or outline about what the student plans to do with
any extra time in the schedule (i.e. internship after school, volunteer work, etc.).” 

College Admissions Advice: “We tell students in our letter of admission that we expect them to maintain their course
load through the senior year and to achieve at least at the same level that garnered them the admission offer. Failure to do
so could be grounds for our withdrawing the offer of admission. Any proposed changes in their schedule should be brought
to our attention immediately. One of our admits last year dropped Algebra II without notifying us, and we withdrew her
admission since she no longer met the minimum requirements.” 

February 2010 Page 3



 

 

  
The College Connection Newsletter 

 
COLLEGE NEWS 

Princeton's (NJ) applications for freshman 
admission increased by 19%, while Harvard 
(MA), the most selective college in the Ivy
League, rose 5%. Brown (RI) University's
applications soared 20% while Duke (NC) 
University's jumped 12%. Northwestern (IL) 
University applications rose 9%. 

SCHOLARSHIPS & CONTEST OPPORTUNITIES

HISPANIC COLLEGE FUND - (only 2 weeks until deadline!) 
Students of Hispanic descent can register through an online application for 
several scholarships arranged by planned college major. Depending on the 
scholarship program applied for, students may need to submit additional 
documents. For each scholarship program applied for, an essay will be 
required. The application system will automatically tell you for which pro-
grams you qualify! Deadline for all scholarships has been moved up  
to February 15, 2010. http://scholarships.hispanicfund.org/applica-
tions/ Southwestern University (TX) will become

the first college or university in the state to
rely entirely on wind power. The power will
come from two wind farms in West Texas
through an agreement between the City of
Georgetown and AEP Energy Partners. Cur-
rently, only six universities across the coun-
try rely entirely on green energy to generate
power. 

The University of Chicago, which accepted
27% of applicants for the current freshman
class, is reporting a 42% surge in applica-
tions after a push to increase interest in the
school. The campaign is designed to esca-
late competition for scholars with more se-
lective top-rated schools such as Harvard
University, which has a 7% admission rate
for freshmen, and Princeton University at
10%. 

SONS OF ITALY NATIONAL LEADERSHIP GRANT 
COMPETITION Includes merit-based scholarships ranging from $5,000
to $25,000 for entering undergraduates who are American citizens of Ital-
ian descent (at least one Italian or Italian American grandparent). You may 
apply for multiple scholarships if eligible. To apply: download simple appli- 
cation from http://www.osia.org/students/general-study-
scholarships.php. A non-refundable one-time $30 (money order only)
processing fee must accompany each application. An essay of 500-750
words is required about a personal experience which demonstrated or gen-
erated pride in your Italian heritage. Postmarked Application Deadline:
February 26, 2010  

   

2009 SCHOLAR ATHLETE SAMMY AWARDS Each year, the
Got Milk Mustache campaign, in partnership with USA Today, recognizes
25 high school senior student athletes nationwide with a $7,500 scholarship
for their achievements in academics, athletics, community service and lead-
ership. Students can submit their SAMMY applications online. Each appli- 
cant will be required to write an original essay of no more than 250 words

” Dead-about “How Milk Has Helped In My Academics and/or Athletics.
line is one second to midnight ET, March 5, 2010. Official rules and 
application at: https://www.sammyapplication.com/ 

20th ANNUAL VOICE FOR ANIMALS ESSAY CONTEST
Open to all high school students. Promotes the humane treatment of ani-
mals in the United States. $1000 1st Prize; $600 2nd Prize; $400 3rd Prize;
Applicants must submit a 1300 word essay that: “Examines either the mis-
treatment of one animal species or one cause of animal suffering and pos- 

” Submit essay online at: http:// sible measures to reduce it.  
www.hennet.org/contest.php by March 31, 2010.
NAMTA VISUAL ARTS MAJOR SCHOLARSHIP 
arships in the amount of $1,000 will be distributed to help worthy students
offset secondary education costs, payable to winning candidates’ colleges
or universities. Must be majoring or planning to major in the field of visual
arts, such as painting, drawing, sketching, sculpture, art education or other
creative art fields, excluding music, film, or the performing arts. Applica- 

Six schol-

t ions and transcripts are due March 1,  2010. 
www.namtafoundation.org/ Click on “Scholarships” 

http://

AIR FORCE AID SOCIETY HENRY H. ARNOLD 
EDUCATION GRANT $2000 grants open to students with a parent 
who is an active duty or retired member of the US Air Force, who is a 
graduating senior planning to enroll as a full-time undergraduate student in 
the 2009-2010 academic year. Application Deadline- Received by:  
March 12, 2010. For a list of procedures and preliminary application go 
to: http://www.afas.org/Education/ArnoldEdGrant.cfm 

February 2010

New research about the "reputational" sur-
vey that is worth 25% (more than any other
factor) on the U.S. News & World Report
rankings of colleges has found that the
reputational scores correlate most strongly
with the previous year's rankings. In other
words, the way you get a good reputational
score - and in turn a good ranking - is to
already have a good ranking. 

Although Wall Street has undergone a radi-
cal change in 2009, finance industry recruit-
ers are expected to stick to roughly the same
formula when looking to fill entry-level posi-
tions with college graduates in the future.
Students at liberal arts schools that don't
offer intensive finance and accounting classes
can develop a solid entry-level finance resume
by enrolling in basic accounting and macro
and micro economic courses. 
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SCHOLARSHIPS & CONTEST OPPORTUNITIES 

JACKIE ROBINSON FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIPS The Foundation awards students four-year Scholarships of
up to $7,500 per year to attend the four year accredited college or university of their choice. Must be a minority who is a high
school graduating senior. Based on need and leadership potential. Online  Application must be received by March 15, 2010.
All SAT/ACT scores, letters of recommendation, and official transcripts must be mailed together and received by March 15,
2010. http://www.jackierobinson.org/ Click on “General Applicants” under “APPLY” 

PRINT GRAPHICS SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION 300 renewable awards between $1,500 and $3,000 are available
to high school seniors who plan to major in Art, Computer Graphics, Graphic Communications, or Illustration. Minimum GPA
required is 3.0. Scholarship is based on Academic Achievement, Extracurricular Activities, and Recommendations.
Details and application are on website: http://66.28.41.146/eweb/docs/pgsf/pgsfapp.pdf Postmarked deadline: March 1,
2010
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES SCHOLARSHIP Sponsored by the California-Hawaii Elks Major Project, Inc., 20-
30 renewable awards of $1 000-$2000 each. Must be residents of California or Hawaii and have a physical, neurological, 
visual or hearing impairment and/or a speech/language disorder. To apply, you must be a high school senior, high school
graduate or have passed the GED. Postmarked Deadline: March 15, 2010 For more information and application: http:/ 
/www.chea-elks.org/uspsd.html 

DARING YOUNG ARTISTS TO DREAM SCHOLARSHIPS Scholarships are awarded in the amount of $2000-
$3 000. Also Grand Prize awards in amounts up to $6000. Honorable Mention prizes in the amount of $200 cash are also
awarded. Scholarships allow economically disadvantaged young people to realize their artistic dreams. Though not a require-
ment, minority status is a factor considered in jury decisions. Must be pursuing a degree in one of the design/arts
disciplines listed on the website. Requires online uploaded digital images of at least 10 examples of work  and a mailed hard
copy of the pdf application. Deadline: Received by  April 2, 2010. All details at: http://scholarships.worldstudioinc.com/

SOCIETY OF EXPLORATION GEOPHYSICISTS FOUNDATION Scholarships ranging from $500 to $14,000 (avg. 
$2,600) are available for International graduating high school seniors with a high school background rich in science and math 
and an interest in studying exploration geophysics. In 2009 47 out of 138 recipients were from USA. Two letters of recom-
mendation and high school transcript can be uploaded to the online application. The statement on the website: “If you will
graduate in or before September 2010, you are not eligible for a scholarship” refers only to  college graduation, not high school 
graduation.” For the online application, you should be able to name a geophysics-related project you have worked on and 
name a faculty advisor. APPLICATION DEADLINE: Must be received by March 1, 2010.  http://foundation.seg.org/ 
Click on “Scholarships” under “Students” Questions: (918) 497-5500)

SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL JOURNALISTS ESSAY CONTEST National scholarships for 1st place: $1,000, 2nd
place: $500, and 3rd place: $300 are available for 9-12 grade students who submit 300-500 word essay. Topic: “Why are free
and independent news media important?” Must have a sponsoring teacher sign the contest entry form. Postmarked Appli-
cation Deadline: March 5, 2010. Website: http://www.spj.org/a-hs.asp

NATIONAL WORLD WAR II MUSEUM ESSAY CONTEST Write an essay of less than 1000 words about “Is
censorship ever justified?” First place winner: $1,000; second place winner: $750; third place winner: $500. Top 50 essayists
will receive honorable mention. Submissions must be emailed by March 26, 2010, 5:00pm CST. Museum will accept the
first 500 valid entries only. The website will indicate when 500 essays have been submitted. http:// 
www.nationalww2museum.org/ Click on “For Students” under “Education.” Then click on “Student Essay Contest.” 

2010 RELIGIOUS LIBERTY ESSAY SCHOLARSHIP CONTEST Open to all high school students in the graduating
classes of 2010 and 2011. Requires an 800-1200 word essay on: “Discuss whether you think President John F. Kennedy was
correct in advocating an absolute separation of church and state.” Scholarship Prizes: First – $1,000 and travel and lodging
for two to Washington, D.C.; Second – $500; Third – $100. Students must have a submission coordinator that can
review their essay. All details are available at: http://www.bjconline.org/ Postmarked Deadline: March 1, 2010.  

   

KOHL’S KIDS WHO CARE SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM Kohl’s awarded over $300,000 in scholarships and prizes
last year to more than 2,100 kids whose volunteer efforts have made positive impacts on their communities. Awards range 
from Kohl’s $50 gift cards to $10,000 scholarships toward college. Students must be nominated by someone age 21 years or
older. Parents may nominate their own children. Online applications will be available beginning February 1 through March 
15, 2010. To access the nomination form visit website at: www.kohlscorporation.com, go to “Community Relations” then ,
click on “Kohl’s Kids Who Care Scholarship.” 
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COUNSELOR’S CORNER
PROMISING CAREERS INFORMATION 

Electronical and Electronics Engineering - The Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineering has created Get-
ting Ready: Exploring Electrical and Electronics Engineering Careers, a two-page free brochure to help educate
students about the field. It lists more than 30 links to engineering career paths, programs and projects, and professional
societies. Website: http://www.ieee.org/ Type: “Getting Ready” into “search” window. 

Health Management - Here is a website to view college students discussing their choice of a career in healthcare
management, plus successful executives talking about their own careers as leaders of hospitals and other healthcare
organizations. Employment of medical and health services managers is expected to grow 16% from 2008 to 2018, faster
than the average for all occupations. http://www.healthmanagementcareers.org/ 

Careers in Geographic Information Systems (GIS) - GIS technology is a computer-based system that allows users to 
gather any type of information about the earth that has a spatial component. GIS careers exist in every imaginable
discipline, from environmental science to mining to urban planning to commercial businesses to defense and beyond. To 
further research GIS careers: http://www.gis.com - Click on “Careers in GIS” 

GETTING “MATERIALS NOT RECEIVED” LETTERS/EMAILS
As deadlines are met, college admission offices begin to fill up with mail: applications, recommendations, transcripts, and
so forth. All of this needs to be filed before folders are read and often, during the filing period, colleges send letters to
applicants noting that some materials are not yet in the files. Don’t panic! The material in question is usually in the
admissions office itself, somewhere in those sacks of mail and as yet un-filed. The letters/emails go out as a sort of
insurance. Admissions offices, too, are under pressure to get all the folders complete for timely and considered reading.
Harvard, for example, is very careful when asking for a second copy of any material to note that this sort of difficulty
would in no way jeopardize an applicant’s chance of admission. The appropriate response to a letter like this is merely
to call the Admission Office and verify the file. Also: Keep copies of everything that is mailed.” (Joyce Vining
Morgan, College Counselor, The Putney School, VT) 

The American Opportunity Tax Credit 
a “New and Improved” Version of the Hope Credit. 

A tax credit reduces actual taxes owed; a deduction re-
duces the income on which your taxes are computed. For
2010 graduating seniors, when estimating the costs of col-
lege, this improved tax credit should be included in the cal-
culations for paying 2010-2011 college expenses. It poten-
tially means paying $2500 less in federal income taxes and 

$160,000 for married couples filing jointly. 
An up to $4,000 Tuition Tax Deduction is also available for
eligible tuition and fees for higher education. The deduction
is available both to people who itemize and those who claim
the standard deduction, but there are income eligibility
limits. You cannot claim both the tuition and fees deduction
for a student if you or anyone else claims an education taxusing the money to help pay for college. The new American 

Opportunity Tax Credit carries a maximum annual credit credit for that student in the same year. 
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A maximum $2,500 Interest Tax Deduction can be taken
for interest paid on student loans. To qualify, an individual’s
modified adjusted gross income must be less than $75,000. 
The income limit on a joint return is $150,000. 
In another change affecting parents and students for tax
years 2009 and 2010, money may be withdrawn from a
tax-free college savings or prepaid tuition plan to cover the
cost of computers, educational software or internet access
while a student is in college. Distributions under the so-
called 529 plans are not taxed. Previously, the qualified ex-
penses did not include computer equipment or internet ac-
cess. 

$2,500 — that is larger than the previously available Hope
Tax Credit, and the income eligibility has also been some-
what eased. It is also available for older siblings still in
undergrad full-time study, regardless of class level. It is
considered a temporary credit because Congress approved
it for only the 2009 and the 2010 tax years. To continue, it
would have to be extended by Congress as part of new leg-
islation. To claim the maximum credit, a college student would
have to spend $4,000 on qualifying expenses, including tu-
ition and fees, and the cost of course materials, including
books. The credit is available for individuals whose modi-
fied adjusted gross income is more than $80,000, or 
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RECESSION PROOF MAJORS WEBSITES WORTH A LOOK!
www.collegenet.com/mach25/app  No industry is completely safe from the effects of the eco-

nomic recession, but there are a few fields that are expected
to  weather  the  current  downturn better  than others .
Kipl inger .com reports that the following industries will re-
main strong over the next decade: health care (physical thera-
pists, pharmacists), education (especially science, math, and
bilingual education), environmental science (environmental
chemists, geoscientists, and hydrologists), and security (po-
lice officers, detectives, and security guards). While stu-
dents should always pursue college study in majors that match
their skills and interests, they should keep these fields in mind
as they contemplate their educational future. 

CollegeNET:MACH 25 website features 600,000 scholar-
ships worth more than $1.6 billion. You can search by key-
word (such as math, science, engineering) or by creating a
profile of your interests. When creating a profile, you can
enter as much or as little information as you wish. No regis-
tration is required. 

www.careersinaging.com  
Approximately 35 million Americans were age 65+ in 2000,
according to the Administration of Aging. That number is
expected to more than double to 71.5 million by 2030. Ca-
reers in Aging, sponsored by the Association for Gerontology
in Higher Education, provides an overview of educational
and career paths in gerontology, “the study of the ag- 

 
KEY FACTORS for COLLEGE ACCEPTANCE 
According to the 2009 State College Admission report from 

the National Association for College Admission Counsel-
ing (NACAC), the most important factors used by admis-
sions officers to evaluate college applicants were: 
1. Grades in college prep classes 

ing processes and individuals as they grow from middle age

 

 

 

2.  Strength of 
3. Scores from standardized admissions tests 
4. Overall GPA 
5. Strength of the application essay or writing sample

6. Counselor and teacher recommendations 
7. Class rank 
8. Student’s level of interest in attending 

through later life. 
health and disease in later life and the comprehensive health
care of older persons.” You will find answers to the ques-
tions: Why study aging and older persons? What jobs and
careers are available? How do I become a professional in
aging? 

” Geriatrics is defined as “the study of

http://college-insight.org 
If you are looking for more specifics on the colleges you
have applied to, this website provides them. Sponsored by
the Institute for College Access & Success, you can com-
pare average debt of graduates, percent of freshmen re-
ceiving loans, freshman retention rate, number of Pell grant
recipients, and much more. Data is taken from four primary
resources: Peterson’s database, US Dept. of Ed., Pell Grant
files, and National Center of Ed. Statistics. 

HEADS-UP CONCERNING 
MySPACE - TYPE ONLINE BLOGS

I N  C O L L E G E  A D M I S S I O N S

http://www.cccco.edu/tabid/832/Default.aspx You’ve been working hard trying to get into college—researching
schools, refining your essay, collecting glowing recom-
mendations, studying on nights and weekends for the SATs
or ACTs, maybe even preparing for a campus interview.
Throughout all of this process, you’ve made a great impres-
sion as a serious, promising college student. Wait, though,
there’s one more detail to take care of—your online blog.
Whether  i t ’s  through MySpace,  Facebook,  Xanga,
LiveJournal, or Friendster, students are online—online shar-
ing details with friends, online for everyone to see. It’s harm-
less fun, right? Now, how would you feel if your teachers
saw your site? A college admission officer? If you are shar-
ing embarrassing details of your social life online for anyone
to look up, you might want to re-consider what you post.
You might not like it, but you should know that adults—from
your schools, families and even law enforcement—are look-
ing at your pages. Most colleges are not surfing the Web for
your profile. However, when other people bring students’
blogging to their attention, schools do respond. At least one
college applicant was denied admission in part because of his
blog on LiveJournal. The admission dean said the student’s 
blog, which was brought to his attention, included seemingly 
hostile comments about certain college officials. 

Use this website if you are looking for California Commu-
nity Colleges with Residence Halls. Click “Community Col-
leges,” then “Dormitories” under “College Listings.” Here
you can find links to the 11 Calif. CC’s with dormitories for
on-campus living. There are also addresses, contact infor-
mation, and web links for any of California’s 108 commu-
nity colleges. You can access a listing of all the colleges,
either in alphabetical order or organized by region. Also in-
cludes a printable map of all community college locations. 

College Gender Gap Remains Stable
(USA Today, 1/26/10) 

The gender gap on campus - about 57% female, 43% male
- is troubling, but it’s not getting any worse, an American
Council on Education report says today. Men have consis-
tently represented about 43% of enrollments and earned
43% of bachelor’s degrees since 2000. It doesn’t offer so-
lutions on how to narrow that gap, but it suggests the great-
est effect would come by focusing efforts on Hispanics.
Just 9% of Hispanic young men have earned a bachelor’s 
degree, the lowest attainment level of any group studied.
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 Control the Financial Aid Arms Race

(“Inside Education,” 1/5/10, by John Roush, Pres. Centre College (KY) 
Merit aid in this country has become unsustainable madness. Whether it be for academic talent, musical ability, geo-

graphical diversity, or a host of other attributes, undergraduate merit aid is distributed wildly — even recklessly. At the 
majority of colleges and universities today, much if not most merit money goes to students who believe they should make
their college choice based on financial coaxing, not on the best fit. While some merit aid of course goes to students who
have genuine economic need, much of it goes to those who can afford to pay for higher education, and who aren’t
necessarily tops in their high school classes either. Parents share the blame for the fact that these students believe they
are entitled to aid. The introduction of merit awards into the college admission experience has created an epidemic of the
“Lake Woebegone syndrome” — where all children are above average — and now all young people and their parents 
expect a scholarship because “exceptional merit” has become the norm, or at least the reality we all pretend to believe.
The dollars committed to this “aid warfare” run into the hundreds of millions. Even colleges that say they give no merit
aid at all usually turn out to do so, just disguising it in some way. For example, the awarding of merit aid to students
through named-scholarship programs that can number into triple digits at well-endowed institutions is common. The more 
recent choice by several name-brand universities to limit cost for families with incomes of up to $200,000 — that’s right, 
$200K — is effectively a merit-aid program going by a different name. In many ways I am arguing for the good old days 
when financial aid was almost entirely based on need. Those students who could afford it, paid the sticker price. An
institution’s available aid money went to help those who could not. But the competition among independent colleges and 
universities has grown increasingly intense, and what started out as a rare incentive for only the very top students has
over the last 25 years ballooned into an expectation for all but the most mediocre. As public colleges and universities have
joined the merit-aid fight in the last decade, the combat — and the madness — has only intensified. Who is willing to join 
me in a conversation about fundamental change to merit aid that is right and fair and consequential and, I believe, quite 
possible for higher education and the students we seek to serve? 
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